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 WSC FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS REGULAR MEETING 
MINUTES
721 E. HIGHLAND DR. SUITE D | January 20, 2026 |11:30 a.m. 


WSC Foundation Mission Statement:

Williston State College Foundation is dedicated to advancing the college’s mission by securing financial support and fostering meaningful connections with alumni, donors, and the surrounding communities.

Present: Board Members: Lee Murphy, Melanie Stillwell, Katie Kringen, Bill Gathman, Sara Solberg, Bill Carl, Jackie Sorenson, Lance Olson, Brandon Johnson, and Mark Barstad. WSC President, Dr. Bernell Hirning, WSCF Staff: Executive Director, Hunter Berg, Chief Financial Officer, Laurie Furuseth
and Donor Relations and Community Outreach Coordinator, Kristina Kitchens

Absent: Board Members: Taylor Olson

Vice President Lee Murphy called the meeting to order at 11:30 pm. 

Motion to approve the Consent Agenda as follows, made by Director Bill Gathman and seconded by Director Jackie Sorenson. Motion carried. 

1. Consent Agenda:
a. Minutes dated Nov 18th, 2025

Motion to approve the Financial Statements as follows, made by Director Lance Olson and seconded by Director Katie Kringen. Motion carried.

2. Financial Statements
a. Williston State College Foundation 
b. WSC Supporting Foundation
c. WSC Housing LLC 
d. WSC Charitable Gaming 
3. Updates:

Dr. Hirning, WSC President, Update
· New banners down University Ave. 
· Enrollment Update.
· Update on the State Board of Higher Ed’s funding formula discussion. 
· January 29th, 2026, WSC will host the State Board of Higher Ed meeting at the new Healthcare Training Facility building. 
· May 7th, 2026, is the donor reception for the new Healthcare Training Facility.
· May 8th, 2026, from 11:30-1:30 is the formal Grand Opening of the new Healthcare Training Facility.
CFO, Laurie Furuseth Update:
· The Supporting Foundation information has been resubmitted for tax-exempt status. 
Donor Relations and Community Outreach Update:  
· The WSC Foundation will be in Arizona on March 31st, 2026.
· The WSC Foundation is a Giving Hearts Day charity for the first time this year on Feb 12th, 2026 
Hunter Berg, WSCF Executive Director, Update:
· Discussed starting a strategic planning volunteer work group
· Discussed starting a marketing volunteer work group for the Foundation 
· Feb 23rd, 2026 Hunter wants to plan a “white out” night for the Tetons Basketball games against Wahpeton. A motion for Hunter to spend up to $15,000 on this event was made by Director Mark Barstad, seconded by Director Melanie Stillwell. Motion carried. 
Old Business:
· None 

New Business:
· Motion to approve the proposed Investment Managers/Brokers as recommended by the Finance Committee was made by Director Branson Johnson, seconded by Director Bill Gathman. Motion carried. 
· A motion to approve the proposed Healthcare Scholarship Endowment was made by Director Lance Olson, seconded by Director Mark Barstad. Motion carried. 
· Motion to name the new Healthcare building after Jane Nelson, pending Dr. Hirning's discussion with the State Board of Higher Ed was made by Director Brandon Johnson, seconded by Director Katie Kringen. Motion carried. 
· A motion to draft a lease with the Olive Motherhood organization for the Community Gardens was made by Director Lance Olson, seconded by Director Jackie Sorenson. Motion carried.  
 
Respectfully submitted,


Hunter Berg
Executive Director
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